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 ANNE-KARIN FURUNES 
Freedom Fighters 

  For her third exhibition in Galleria Traghetto Anne-Karin Furunes presents an unknown series of 
portraits of Roma people who have lived through the historical tragedies  and radical social changes 
in Europe and whose fate is still an open wound on the map of Europe. The portraits remind us of the 
dignity of humans despite the differences in their cultural worldviews as compared with the general 
understanding of European societies. We talk a lot about tolerance and the importance of supporting 

different identities and historical roots. How do we act in reality with all these liberal and well-
meaning ideas? Action tells more about our philosophical ideas than talk. 

  
Anne-Karin Furunes is totally enchanted  by faces.  In big cities she can walk along streets for hours 
just looking at the faces of the passers-by.  It is an inexhaustible area that fascinates and intrigues her. 
She has portrayed groups of people whose fate the society rather forgot like the Jews deported from 
Norway as well as those who were subjected to the hideous practices of eugenics but also humans as 
fighting for something like the German soldiers during the Nazi occupation of Norway or the women 
soldiers who took part in the Finnish civil war in 1918. Her aim with these pictures is not political in 
any narrow sense of the term, instead it is a plea to remind us of the beauty and vulnerability of all 
people (Maaretta Jaukkuri) 

Anne-Karin Furunes has been developing her special  perforation  technique since she was studying 
at the Art Academy of Trondheim 1993-94.  Her years  of study lasted for a decade consisting both of 

art  studies in Oslo and Trondheim and architecture studies in Trondheim, Oslo, London and 
Copenhagen. She first became an architect but  then chose to dedicate herself to art. She has shown 

her work extensively in Europe, Australia and USA. Furunes’ work are present in collections such as 
The Museum of Art, Trondheim, The National Museum of Contemporary Art, Oslo, Barbican Art 

Centre, London, The National Museum of China, Beijing, The Tromso Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Norway, The Museum of Art and Design, New York, The Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma, 

Helsinki, Finland. 

until July 31, 2013 
open from monday to saturday 3 - 7 p.m. 
 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Galleria Traghetto 
Campo S. Maria del Giglio - San Marco 2543 - 30124 Venezia - tel/fax 0415221188 ���www.galleriatraghetto.it - 

galleria.traghetto@tin.it  


